
CITY OF PRAIRIE CITY 

MINUTES 

NOVEMBER 9, 2016 

 

The City Council of the City of Prairie City, Jasper County, Iowa, met on Wednesday, November 9, 

2016, at the City Hall in regular session at 6:00 p.m. Mayor Chad D. Alleger called the meeting to 

order and asked everyone to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance. Roll was called showing members 

present and absent as follows: 

 

Present: Mayor Alleger; Councilors: Beiner, Burkett, Downey, Engle, and Kuecker  

Also in attendance: City Administrator Martin, Chief Bartello, Public Works Employees Samson 

and Van Der Kamp, and Library Director Ponder. 

 

Agenda: Councilor Downey moved to approve the Agenda. Councilor Beiner seconded the motion, 

and on roll call vote the motion carried unanimously. 

 

Public Comment:  

Councilor Downey noted that on our agenda under public comment, it states “Comments and/or 

questions must be related to city policies or the provision of city services and shall not include 

derogatory comments about other individuals.” He asked if we are going to follow those guide 

lines. He did not agree with the Mayor’s decision to allow a non-resident/former employee to 

address the Council at the October 18 special meeting. Mayor Alleger stated that she contacted him 

and asked to be given an opportunity to address the Council and he granted that request.  

 

Councilor Beiner also took issue with the fact that a non-citizen (former employee) was allowed to 

speak but that other citizens at the meeting were told that they could not speak. Mayor Alleger 

stated that the meeting was a workshop, and it was previously noted that no public comment would 

be allowed. 

 

Councilor Burkett stated his disappointment that the Mayor did not make it a point to correct the 

false statement made by the former employee at the October 18 special meeting. The former 

employee questioned Burkett’s comment that monies from the Ambulance Revolving Fund were 

spent on the north entry way sign. The actual statement was that money from the Revolving Fund 

was used on the north entry way sign.  

 

Brenda Downey followed up on prior comments noting the inconsistency of who and when people 

are allowed to speak. She further stated that consistency and transparency should be the goal. She 

stated that the minutes of the October 11 meeting had not been published yet, and questioned how 

the former employee learned of the discussion. She further noted that it appears the information 

given was inaccurate. She stated that she was both disappointed and saddened to see a sitting 

council person maligned during a meeting and that no one took a stance to correct the 

misinformation.  

 

Larry Wenthe addressed the council regarding consent agenda items. Martin explained that Fire, 

EMS, Library and Park items are strictly the individual department’s monthly reports and minutes 

of their meetings. Martin stated she would more accurately identify them on the consent agenda. 

 

Rick Hagar, with the Neal Smith Wildlife Refuge, addressed the Council regarding the second 

Pedal the Prairie, scheduled for Saturday, May 20, 2017. They have a couple requests for the 
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Council including that the Buffalo Entryway drive be closed from Casey’s to Konek’s; the addition 

of police presence especially on the overpass; and inviting community involvement. Councilor 

Burkett recommended that the parking for Pedal the Prairie should be designated to the Square.  
 

Karen Burkett stated that she shared the same concerns previously expressed. 
 

Councilor Engle noted that she shares Brenda Downey’s concerns. She further stated that she is 

concerned with the length of the council meeting and questioned the leadership at the table. She 

feels that citizen input is important and should not be cut out. She stated that in her opinion council 

meetings are for council members to ask questions and hold discussions around the table. She noted 

that during the workshop on building permits staff and third-party vendors were allowed to weigh 

in on the topic without being asked for their input.  

 

With no further public comment the Mayor moved forward to the Consent Agenda 

5A Minutes Received:  City Council minutes: Regular minutes dated 10/5/16; Public Meeting 

minutes 10/11/16; Special Council minutes dated 10/18/16 and 11/2/16; Council Work Session 

10/18/16; Library minutes 10/11/16; PC Ambulance (EMS) Report; PC Fire Report; and Park 

Board Meeting minutes 9/21/16  

5B City Management Reports: Building Permit Reports; Public Works Report; and the Police 

Report including: Staff update; October’s activity report, notice of 2017 sTEP Waive which 

begins in November; comments on critical incidents; and thank you for support. 

5C Bills and Transfers Resolution 11-09-2016#1  

Council Burkett moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Councilor Downey seconded the motion, 

and on roll call vote the motion carried unanimously.  
 

Petitions and Communications: None 
 

Introduction and Adoption of Ordinances, Resolution, Public Hearings: 

Councilor Engle introduced and moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 11-9-2016#2, “A 

RESOLUTION SETTING THE NEXT REGULAR MEETING FOR WEDNESDAY, 

DECEMBER 14, 2016, AT 6:00 P.M. AT CITY HALL.”  Councilor Downey seconded the motion, 

and on roll call vote the motion carried unanimously. 
 

Ordinance 342 “AN ORDINANCE REPEALING AND AMENDING CHAPTER 69 PERTAINING 

TO PARKING REGULATIONS” This ordinance would repeal the angle parking on the north side 

of Jefferson between Main and Monroe streets. Councilor Burkett introduced and moved that this 

constitutes the third reading and approves adoption. Councilor Kuecker seconded the motion, and on 

roll call vote the motion carried unanimously. Ordinance 342 will be enacted upon publication. 
 

Ordinance 343 “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ELECTRIC AND NATURAL GAS 

FRANCHISE BY IMPLEMENTING A ONE (1) PERCENT FRANCHISE FEE.” This ordinance 

would repeal the previous ordinance which established a zero (0) percent franchise fee and add 

language implementing a one (1) percent franchise fee. Councilor Engle introduced and moved that 

this constitutes the third reading and approves adoption. Councilor Beiner seconded the motion, and 

on roll call vote the motion carried unanimously. Administrator Martin noted that this ordinance 

will now go before the Utility Board for their review, which can take up to 90-days. Implementation 
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will follow. Following brief discussion, Administrator Martin was asked to research the City’s 

ability to exempt churches from the franchise fee.  

 

Resolutions 11-9-2016#3 Approving Street Finance Report, 11-9-2016#4 Approving Annual TIF 

Report, and 11-9-2016#5 Approving Annual Financial Report were tabled. 

 

New Business:  

Hiring City Clerk: Councilor Downey moved to hire Cindy Kane as the City Clerk/Treasurer at 

$20.43 per hour. Councilor Beiner seconded by motion, and on roll call vote the motion carried 

unanimously.  

 

Hiring Public Works Employee: Councilor Burkett moved to hire James Clark as a Public Works 

Employee at $18.50 per hour. Councilor Engle seconded the motion, and on roll call vote the 

motion carried unanimously.  

 

Employee Benefit Renewal: City Administrator Martin provided the Council with renewal 

information. The renewal plan includes no change to premiums for Life/AD&D/Short Term 

Disability/Avesis Vision Discount program or the Flex Account Administration. She noted that the 

Delta Dental premiums would see a 3.5% increase. She further stated that the current Wellmark 

Plan ($500 deductible) is being eliminated. She recommended moving to a $1,000 deductible plan, 

which would increase premiums by 4.94%; and implementing a partially self-funded health 

reimbursement plan to offset the increased deductible. She then introduced Brad Reiman with 

Bearance Management Group, who explained the current policy and the changes that have taken 

place. Discussion followed on high-deductible options, health savings accounts versus health 

reimbursement accounts, and possibility of establishing a small group by joining with other cities. 

Council expressed concerns that they do not have more time to review options and asked if this 

process could begin in September next year. Following discussion Councilor Burkett moved to 

approve the renewal as recommended. Councilor Beiner seconded the motion, and on roll call vote 

the motion carried unanimously. Mr. Reiman was asked to provide information on a high-

deductible plans for future consideration.  

 

Sewer Charges: City Administrator Martin explained that a customer experienced a water leak and 

has asked that sewer charges related to the leak be waived. The leak occurred under the trailer, and 

the City confirmed that the water did not run through the sanitary sewer line. As such, the 

recommendation was to approve a credit of $38.77 toward sewer charges for the customer. 

Councilor Engle moved to approve credit. Councilor Downey seconded the motion, and on roll call 

vote the motion carried unanimously.  

 

Water Charges: City Administrator Martin explained that a customer experienced a water leak and 

asked that water charges be waived. Martin stated that Ordinance 92.01 states that each customer 

shall pay for water service provided by the City based upon the use of water as determined by the 

meter. Councilor Beiner moved to adhere to our ordinance, and as such, no charges be waived. 

Councilor Engle seconded the motion, and on roll call vote the motion carried unanimously.  

 

Repairs: City Administrator Martin explained that a resident brought in bills for repairs to his roof 
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and gutter caused by damage from a limb falling out of a tree located on the City’s right-of-way. 

Following discussion the Council directed Martin to gather more information. No action was taken. 

 

Cummins Agreement: City Administrator Martin asked Public Works Employee Van Der Kamp to 

explain the repairs and service needed on the generator at the wastewater treatment plant. Following 

discussion Councilor Downey moved to approve a 1-year agreement with Cummins. Councilor 

Beiner seconded the motion, and on roll call vote the motion carried unanimously.   

Old Business:  

Sanitary Sewer Lining Project: City Administrator Martin stated that Municipal Pipe Tool (MPT) is 

scheduled to begin the lining process on November 21. She informed the Council that a 

construction meeting has been scheduled for Thursday, November 17 at 10 a.m.  
 

Building Permit:  

Request for waiver: Brian Leimbacher expressed frustration in not having an answer to his question 

“does he need a building permit for his remodel project?” Following discussion the Council stated that 

they understood his frustration, but asked him to be patient. They have established a committee to 

review the building codes and that committee will be meeting in the near future. Mayor Alleger stated 

that the meeting will be open to the public.  

 

Building Permit Update: As noted above a committee meeting will be scheduled to discuss possible 

changes to our current permit process, specifically as it deals with remodels. Discussion followed on 

safety, liability, and homeowner’s rights. No action was taken. 

 

Public Safety Building: Nothing new at this time. 

 

City Administrator’s Report: Martin informed the Council that the special project funds they had 

discussed using for a bio-swale project at the School are no longer available. They expired October 31, 

2016.  

 

With no further business at hand, Councilor Downey moved to adjourn the meeting. Councilor Beiner 

seconded the motion, and on roll call vote the meeting adjourned at 8:38 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

        ________________________________

       Chad D. Alleger 

        Mayor  

 

ATTESTED TO: 

 

 

________________________________ 

Lori Martin 

City Administrator 


